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STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Site Location of Development

38 M.R.S. §§ 481-490-E


PERMIT APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS


[bookmark: _TOC_250016]Section 5
Noise

A. Developments producing a minor noise impact. Provide a statement indicating whether the project falls into one of the following categories or attesting to the minor nature of the anticipated sound impacts of the project, as applicable.

1. Residential developments. The development is solely residential.

2. Certain non-residential subdivisions. The development is a non-residential subdivision without structure(s), office building(s), storage building(s) or golf course(s).

3. Schools and hospitals. The development is a school or hospital.

4. Other developments. The development does not fall within sub-paragraphs (1)-(3), but the applicant seeks to have the development classified as one creating a minor sound impact. Provide the following.

a. Type, source and location of noise. Description of type of noise generated source(s) of noise and locations of noise sources.

b. Uses, zoning and plans. Map and description of land uses, local zoning and comprehensive plans for area potentially affected by sounds from the development.

c. Protected locations. Descriptions of any protected location near the development.

d. Minor nature of impact. Statement attesting to minor nature of the anticipated sound impact of the development.

e. Demonstration. Demonstration using estimates or examples that the sound from the development will be 5 dBA less than applicable noise limits, including those for quiet areas.

B. Developments potentially producing a major noise impact. Provide a full noise study prepared by a qualified professional including the following.

Baseline

a. Uses, zoning and plans. Maps and description of the land uses, local zoning and comprehensive plans for the area potentially affected by sounds from the development.

b. Protected locations. Descriptions of the protected locations near the development.

c. Quiet area. Evidence concerning whether or not the area surrounding the development is a quiet area.

Noise generated by the development

a. Type, source and location of noise. A description of all types of noise to be generated, sources of noise and locations of noise sources.

b. Sound levels. A description of the daytime and nighttime sound levels expected at property lines and protected locations for all types of sound generated.

c. Control measures. A description of proposed sound control measures, locations and expected performance.

d. Comparison with regulatory limits. A comparison of expected sound levels with sound level limits in regulations.

e. Comparison with local limits. A comparison of expected sound levels with any quantifiable noise standards of any affected municipality.

Note: See Section 20 if blasting is proposed.

Reference: No Adverse Environmental Effect Standard of the Site Location Law (Control of Noise), 096 CMR 375.10.
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